
  

 
 
 
 
RASigs Association Contact List 
Position Name Contact Details Email address 

President Sally Napper 0418 835 049 President.sa@rasigs.com 

Vice President Brian Melville N/A twobeeze@bigpond.com 

Secretary Michael Napper 0401 523 814 msnappa27@tpg.com.au 

Treasurer Rudi Dancis N/A rudis@bigpond.com 

Membership Dean Hudson N/A dean_hudson@bigpond.com 

Editor Messenger Gerry Giebel 0417 849 960 gmegiebel1@optusnet.com.au 

Historian Andrew Graves 0423 020 234  

144th Sig Sqn. Rep WO2 Ruth Rowntree N/A Ruth.Rowntree2@dsto.defence.gov.au 

Past President Bruce Long  bruce@adelaide5star.com.au  

Web/IT Michael Southern 0418 956 915 msouthern@rasigs.com 

Web/IT Paul Arthur N/A parthur3@bigpond.com 

Web site www.rasigs.com N/A N/A 

 

From The President’s Desk 
Hello to you all. 
Here we are in June already; half the year has gone. 
I have received an excellent report on Anzac Day in Adelaide. Great Attendance! 
Very well organised; thank you Dean. 
 
My husband, Michael and I were on a Gallipoli Cruise for 36 days; we visited Gallipoli prior to Anzac Day. On Anzac 
Day, we sailed at 2 knots in the exclusion zone at Anzac Cove from before dawn until 3pm.  
The Service from North Beach and Lone Pine were beamed to our ship, plus we had a service on board. Very moving! 
The Cruise ended in Rome. From Rome, we travelled to Paris, via the Western Front. 
Michael found his Great Uncle’s (Bertie Napper) grave – Royal Welch Fusiliers at Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval 
and his Great Uncle’s (Frederick Fuller) Memorial – 10th Australian Infantry Battalion at Villers-Bretonneux.  
I visited my Great Uncle’s (William John Willshire) grave – Australian Machine Gun Corps at Trois Arbres Cemetery, 
Steenwerck.  
Whilst in London, Michael visited the Imperial War Museum, which he really enjoyed. 
 
Our next function for the year will be the Annual Corps Dinner.  
We should have a date for you in this newsletter. 
The committee is very keen to have a function with 144 Sig Sqn; should that be a car rally or BBQ prior to a Tuesday night 
parade. 
 
Thank you to my committee, for holding the fort, whilst I was away. 
Bruce Long and Paul Arthur have been busy with the transition of the Website to ASP Computer Services. 
On behalf of members, I wish to thank Michael Southern for all the hours he has contributed to the setting up and 
management of the Website for many years. 
Greatly appreciated, Michael! 
 
Keep warm and healthy during the winter months. 
 
Regards 
Sally Napper 
President 

RASIGS Association, PO Box 881, Kent Town. South Australia. 5071.  

Web site address   www.rasigs.com   
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ANZAC Day Luncheon 
  
Well ANZAC Day has once again passed us, we had a great turn out for the 100th Anniversary for ANZAC Day followed 
by lunch at the Strathmore Hotel, we also had a great turn out for this with some 58 members and friends attending the 
lunch at the Strathmore Hotel. 
 

VALES 
The Association has received notification of the passing of Frank William, JONES, (23-3-2015) Reg No: 424546 

Sadly, we have lost another valuable servant of the Corps and Country. 
144 Sig Sqn 

1972-1985   

Frank you will be dearly missed by all members of the association, with your smiling face and 
friendly banter, RIP Jonesy 
Lest We Forget 

 

Membership 
We have one new member who joined the association just after the issue of the March Messenger, welcome aboard, Alister 
McDonald (Yoda). 
 

Soldiers march into Marion 
In the lead-up to Anzac Day, 9CSSB exercised its right to freedom of entry into the City of Marion in South 
Australia, Capt Sharon Mascall-Dare and Zoe Butler report. (Courtesy the Soldiers Army Newspaper 7th May 2015) 
 

Despite grey skies and a biting wind, well-wishers turned out in force to watch 9CSSB exercise its freedom of 
entry to the City of Marion in southern Adelaide last month. The ceremonial event was one of the first in South Australia 
to mark the Centenary of Anzac, taking place one week before Anzac Day. CO 9CSSB Lt-Col David Lipschitz said the 
parade had great historical significance. “Our sub-units have a strong historical link to the Australian Imperial Force that 
fought at Gallipoli,” he said. “Our health company traces its lineage to the 3rd Field Ambulance, which was raised in 1914 
and included Pte John Simpson Kirkpatrick among its members.” 9CSSB was first granted the freedom of the City of 
Marion in 2000. Last month’s parade saw the Army Banner paraded between two divisions of the battalion, with 140 
members taking part.  

Transported from Canberra especially for the occasion, the Army 
Banner was proudly carried by the battalion’s youngest officer, Comd 21 Tp, 8 Tsp 
Sqn, Lt Tori Slattery. “The parade meant a lot to me because it was the first 
significant parade of my career and I had the opportunity to carry the Army 
Banner,” she said. “I was both nervous and excited. “I was posted to the 
battalion in February this year. When I marched in, the RSM said: ‘Hi, I’m 
RSM. How is your drill? You’re carrying the Army Banner’. ”She said the 
parade was one of the most significant events in Adelaide in the lead-up to the 
Centenary of Anzac. 

“The centenary gives me the chance to pay my respects to all the men and women who fought in battles before 
me, and commemorate the efforts of those who are serving today,” Lt Slattery said. The parade began in the grounds of a 

local sports and community club, including a presentation by Marion Mayor Alderman Kris 
Hanna. The host officer was Comd 9 Bde Brig Michael Burgess. “The parade is a landmark event 
where 9CSSB members and their families join the wider community to honour the proud history 
of the battalion,” Brig Burgess said. “It’s also an opportunity to recognise the role of 9CSSB as a 
highly trained reserve unit within the modern ADF.” The battalion was presented with a 
ceremonial scroll before it began its 1.3km march past the council chambers and a local shopping 
centre. Traffic came to standstill as drivers joined local crowds in cheering the soldiers as they 
marched past. Lt-Col Lipschitz answered the challenge, which came from Superintendant Lyndon 
Dunstan, of Sturt Police. “9CSSB exercised its right and privilege to pass through the City of 
Marion with swords drawn, bayonets fixed, drums beating, band playing and banners flying,” Lt-
Col Lipschitz said. 

As the police officer stepped aside and allowed the parade to continue, families and children ran beside the 
procession. RSM 9CSSB WO1 Andrew Crook said his soldiers’ “chests were puffed out a little more than usual”. “They 
did themselves and the battalion proud,” WO1 Crook said. At the end of the march, members of the battalion were invited 
to meet the local community at an afternoon tea. Combat medic Cpl Nicole Brown, of 9CSSB, said she loved being part of 
the parade and festivities with the Marion community. “I’ve had 15 years of service since I marched in the first freedom of 
entry parade back in 2000,” she said. “It’s great to put the uniform on and feel part of our local community so close to 
Anzac Day.” 



 

National treasure on show 

 
Life-saving Gallipoli Bible to head back to Turkey for Centenary of Anzac ceremonies 
 
Sgt Dave Morley (Courtesy the Soldiers Army Newspaper 23rd April 2015) 
 

THE ADF’s RSM Ceremonial, WO1 Paul Richardson, will carry a special relic of the Gallipoli campaign with 
him to Turkey on Anzac Day. In a moving ceremony at Russell Offices in Canberra on April 14, WO1 Richardson was 
handed a shrapnel holed French Bible that saved the life of an Anzac soldier at Gallipoli.  

The Bible belonged to LCpl, later Lt, Elvas Jenkins, of 2 Fd Coy, RAE, who 
enlisted on September 19, 1914, shortly after the outbreak of WWI. The Bible is part of 
Bible Society Australia’s historical collection. WO1 Richardson said it was an honour and 
a privilege to take what was considered a national treasure to Gallipoli for the centenary 
commemoration. “We are going to attempt to trace the Bible back to where it was when it 
received the shrapnel hit, and pay our respects once we reach that site,” he said.  

“We’ll then try to give it as much involvement as we can in the journey of 
Anzac. ”Bible Society Australia’s senior biblical consultant, Rev Dr John Harris, said the 
Bible was given to the society by the family of Lt Jenkins’ fiancée, Jeanie Reid, three years ago. 

“We’re sending it back to where it came from, in a way,” he said. “LCpl Jenkins received the Bible in 
Egypt when the Anzacs were training there. It went to Gallipoli on the first day and saved his life by 
stopping a shrapnel ball on May 6. It was on the peninsula until the last day of the campaign. 
Rev Harris said he believed LCpl Jenkins, who was ordained a Methodist minister shortly before he 
enlisted in the AIF as a sapper, went to a church service in the French quarter of Alexandria in Egypt 
and possibly exchanged his English Bible for a French one.  
“When it comes back from Gallipoli it will go into the Bible Society’s exhibition, before returning to 
Gallipoli for the centenary of Lone Pine in August, then to France for the centenary of the Battle of 
Pozieres next year,” he said. “After that it will be kept in Canberra in St Mark’s Library’s rare book 

room and shown at least every Anzac Day, if not more. 
” LCpl Jenkins was promoted to second lieutenant at Ismailia, Egypt, in March 1916, a week after he transferred 

into 1 Pioneer Bn. He received gunshot wounds to the neck and chest while in action near Albert on July 20, and died later 
that day. 

 

Taipan’s global reach soars 

 
RAPID global reach has come to Defence’s fleet of MRH-90 Taipans following a trial 
at RAAF Base Townsville. Loading trials were carried out between a C-17A 
Globemaster and a Taipan from 5 Avn Regt from May 10-11. The trial was conducted 
under an operational test and evaluation test plan led by Maj Josh Eades, of the 
Directorate of Aviation Capability Management, HQ Forcomd. 

This was not the first time a Taipan had been loaded onto a RAAF C-17A. The 
first two Australian Taipans were flown from the NH Industries factory in France to 
Australia in 2007. But this trial will provide an enduring plan for operational Taipan 
loads, according to Taipan Design Engineer Capt. Jeremy Mellor, of the Reconnaissance 
and Air Mobility Systems Program Office (RAMSPO). “NH Industries did all the 
preparation and provided all the equipment required to load and lash the Taipans in 
2007,” Capt. Mellor said. 

The Taipans delivered then were not completely assembled, whereas the trial in 
Townsville involved operational aircraft. Working closely with the Taipan’s local 
manufacturer, Airbus Group Australia Pacific, RAMSPO developed a plan to quickly 
and effectively configure the aircraft. “One of the aims of the Australian load and lash 
procedures is to minimise the amount of maintenance effort required to prepare and 
reconstitute the helicopter,” Capt. Mellor said. “This enables the operating squadron 
to begin flying as quickly as possible in the arriving location.” Preparation included 
removing the Taipan’s rotor blades, horizontal stabiliser and a number of external 
lights and antennas. The Taipan’s tail can also be ‘folded’, which is a design feature 

intended to assist crews when operating from a ship. 
“We discovered the Taipan’s tail needs to be folded and unfolded twice during the process of loading and lashing 

the aircraft into the C-17A,” Capt. Mellor said. “This is to ensure sufficient clearance between the Taipan and the ground 



 
 

and the C-17A’s upper ramp. “If the Taipan did not have a tail fold capability, there would have been significant tear down 
of the vertical tail required to make it fit.” 

 Once inside, the Taipan must be lashed to the cargo floor of the C-17A, and be safely restrained during a flight. 
Aviation Branch Logistics Capability Chief CPO Richard Booth of HQ Forcomd, said the procedures would apply to both 
Army and Navy Taipans. “We now have the ability to transport a Taipan and its support equipment if required to almost 
any theatre in the world,” CPO Booth said. “This capability will allow the ADF to support short-notice deployments for 
several scenarios as and when they occur” He said the trial was initially conducted slowly, but when issues were 
resolved it was repeated and conducted relatively quickly. The design work for operationally loading two Taipans into a C-
17A is yet to begin. When cleared, the ability to load two Taipans in each C-17A will provide an excellent rapid 
deployment capability to the ADF. 
 

ANZAC Centenary – Do you know? 
 
The world famous aviator, Sir Charles Kingsford Smith, was a Signal Engineer in WW1 before 
transferring to the flying Corps. In February 1915 after three years with the Senior Cadets, 
Kingsford Smith enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF). He embarked with the 4th 
Signal Troop, 2nd Division Signal Company, on 31 May as a sapper and served on Gallipoli and,  
as a dispatch rider, in Egypt and France. 
 

In October 1916, as sergeant, he transferred to the Australian Flying Corps (AFC). After 
training in England he was discharged from the AIF and commissioned as second lieutenant, Royal 
Flying Corps (RFC), in March next year; he was appointed flying officer in May and in July joined 
No.23 Squadron in France.  
 

Wounded and shot down in August, he was awarded the Military Cross 'for conspicuous gallantry and 
devotion to duty'; he had brought down four machines during his first month at the front and done 
valuable work in attacking ground targets and hostile balloons. After promotion to lieutenant in April 
1918 he served as an RFC flying instructor until the end of the war. Following the war, he promoted 
aviation as the future of transportation in Australia, and accomplished a number of pioneering flights that 
drew attention to its possibilities. For his achievements, given honorary rank ’Air Commodore’ in the 
RAAF and awarded the Air Force Cross. Knighted in 1932. Lost in his aircraft somewhere off the coast 
of Burma in 1935, He was attempting yet another record-breaking flight, at the age of 38. 

 

1
st
 Combat Signal Regiment –Australia Army (Item courtesy 104th Sig Sqn Face Book Page) 

 
Alpha Troop of the 104th Signal Squadron recently conducted a short trip to 
Katherine, NT. The primary purpose of this trip was to test and train on 
communications equipment while trip was to test and train on communications 
equipment, while also providing the troop a chance to practice convoy procedures. 
Detachments were dispersed over 30km area, with some detachments deploying in 
scenic areas. 

 
Alpha Troop also had the chance to provide a round robin of signals themed briefs 
to Australian Air Force Cadets who conducted their weekly parade in the same 
location as the troop’s base camp. During the return convoy to Darwin Alpha Troop 
was able to stop for a rest break at Edith Falls, within Nitmiluk National Park. 
 
In conclusion the short activity provided an opportunity for hands on 
communications planning and application of skills while allowing the troop face time with a number of people during their 
travels. 
 

Passage Through Time(Courtesy the Soldiers Army Newspaper 23rd April 2015) 
Anzac soldier’s message in a bottle offers insight into war 
By Sgt Dave Morley and CPO Susan Norris 

The increased interest in Australia’s participation in WWI this year has brought many unusual 
stories to the surface. 
 

One such story involves a message in a bottle found by tourists on a beach at Southend, 
near Millicent in South Australia, 77 years after it was written and tossed over the side of a ship – and HQ 1 Div’s Col 
Chris Austin 



 
The message, on YMCA letterhead, was written by Col Austin’s grandfather, Driver (Dvr) Albert Edward Dibley, 

two days after he left Melbourne on his way to the Western 
Front in late 1917. Dvr Dibley’s letter asked the finder to write to him in France. 

Col Austin said his mother had been researching the family tree and was contacted by distant Victorian relatives 
who had originally been approached by the people of Millicent. 

 
 “We have known of its existence since the late ’80s and my mother, father, mother’s sister and her husband have been to 

visit the Millicent Museum to see it,” he said. “I’m planning to visit the museum later this 
year. 

 
“I’m amazed something could be floating in the ocean or kept away for so long.” Dvr Dibley 
enlisted in Melbourne on August 25, 1917, at just 17 and was posted to 32 Bn, AIF. Col 
Austin said as a father of teenagers he was continually amazed so many youths, such as his 
grandfather, volunteered for service in WWI and were accepted. 

 
“It reinforces to me what an adventure war must have seemed. I wonder how long those sentiments lasted,” he 

said. It has only been in recent years that Col Austin has looked 
more into his grandfather’s wartime service. He said he was 
surprised at what could be found on the web. 

 
“I grew up being told of a resemblance between him and 

me and have treasured the few of his personal items I have, 
including an old cricket bat and a WWI bugle,” he said. “I’m not 
convinced his story influenced my involvement with the ADF, 
unless perhaps subconsciously. “It’s more likely my blasting of his 
old bugle influenced my parents to send me off for trumpet lessons 
during my teenage years.” Dvr Dibley returned from overseas  
service  on August 1, 1919, and sadly died from a heart  condition 
in his mid-40s. 
 

Book Review – The RSL Book of WW1 
(Courtesy SVVA Qld Newsletter Apr 2015) 
 
True stories of Aussie courage and mateship from the annals   
of the RSL. Publishing in the run up to the centenary of Gallipoli, this collection of 100 true 
stories of Aussie courage and mateship in World War I is the first in a series carrying the 
imprimatur of the RSL, an Australian icon which has supported serving and ex-service Defence 
Forces for nearly 100 years, stamping this series with authority and authenticity. The stories 
have the human element: intimate, eyewitness accounts across the breadth of Australia's war 
from Gallipoli to the Western Front, related with humour, pathos and vivid detail. For example: 

• The Gallipoli landing as related in an Anzac's letter home. 

• An engineer who was one of the first ashore at Gallipoli and who cut steps up the 
cliffs for those who followed. 

• General Monash on a mysterious meeting on an Anzac beach. 

• Major General Pompey Elliott's story of a crack shot sniper. 

• The curious case of the stolen cheese. 

• Firsthand accounts of HMAS Sydney's victory over the Emden and a battle between HMAS Sydney and a 
Zeppelin. 

• Charles Kingsford-Smith on meeting a German pilot after the war. 

• A Light Horse patrol daringly slipping through advancing Turkish troops to warn their mates of danger. 

• A sapper's account of the battle of Fromelles. 

• How the Melbourne Cup was run on the Western Front. 
And there's so much more: daring rescues in 'no man's land' and desperate action in the trenches; stories from POWs, 
medicos, stretcher bearers and nurses; an account of the torpedoing of a ship repatriating wounded soldiers and one about 
the game of two-up and how it maintained morale among frontline soldiers - you'll even find out why soldiers wore 
women's underwear on the Western Front. 

 

 

 

Col Chris Austin, of HQ 1 Div, reflects on the 
WWI service of his grandfather, Driver Albert 
Dibley (above right), and the Anzac soldier’s 
message in a bottle (bottom right), which was 
found 77 years after it was written in 1917 



 
 

Dairy Dates 
 

****ANNUAL CORPS DINNER. **** 
 

A DATE HAS BEEN CONFIRMED FOR THIS YEAR’S Annual Corps Dinner., the date for the 

dinner is the 7
th

 November 2015 SO PLEASE KEEP THIS DATE FREE, THE TIMINGS AND 

VENUE WILL BE ANNOUNCED AS SOON AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE. 

 

103 Sig Sqn 50th Year Birthday Reunion/Golden Jubilee Program 
Letter from Lt Col Craig Tidswell (CO, 3CSR) details 3CSR are planning activities in Townsville 
during Corps Week 2-6 Nov 2015. Planning will be finalised by June 2015. For more information 
on the planning, etc - contact Loffy Evans (3CSR Museum) loftuse68@optusnet.com.au 

 

Vietnam 50th Anniversary of Long Tan Reunion 15th to 23nd Aug 2016. 
 

ATTENTION ALL SIGNALLERS PAST AND PRESENT, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

50
th

 ANNIVERSARYOF THE BATTLE OF LONG TAN 

9 DAY TOUR/REUNION 

15
 
AUGUST – 23 AUGUST 2016 

As is the custom of the Expat Vietnam Veterans, to have a tour to celebrates significant events of the Vietnam War, we are 
again proposing the above tour/ reunion to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of long Tan. 
The tour will last nine days in country and will encompass the areas of Saigon, Vung Tau, Nui Dat and a Day trip to 
Mekong. Post tours are available. 
 
The cost is $US 990 per person twin share and a single supplement of $US300 for anyone requiring single accommodation. 
Most meals and all transfers and entrance fees are covered in the fee. All transport to and from Vietnam, Visa, Travel 
Insurance costs and tips (USD 3.00) are the responsibilities of the participant. The tour will have English speaking guides. 
 
As in previous Tour the number of places is limited, (Approx. 200), we would advise people interested to start planning 
their participation and enroll as soon as possible. 
 
More information and Registration can be found at Buddhas place.  
The address is : www.buddhas-place.com 
Other queries can be sent to      rasigsvn2016@outlook.com 

 

Update from RSM, 1CSR (Feb 2015) – Home of 104 Sig Sqn 
The 1st Combat Signal Regiment (1CSR) intents to hold the 50th Anniversary celebrations for 104 Signal Squadron at the 
Royal Australian Corps of Signals week being held in Townsville 2nd - 6th Nov 2015. This will be a combined celebration 
with the 103 Signal Squadron, who also celebrate their 50th this year. It is early in the planning stages but it is likely we 
will hold a Ceremonial Parade, with both Sqns on parade, followed by an Official function in the evening. This is 
scheduled to occur on Friday 7th November 2015. More details when available 

 
 



THE ROYAT AUSTRAUAN SIGNAIS ASSOCIATION (SA) INC

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2014

lncome

Subscriptions

Stock

Bank & lnvestment lnterest

PayPal Fee receipts

Donations

Lionel Matthews Award

Dine-ln Night

Bank Credit Adjustment

Total lncome

Expenditure

Dine-ln Night

AGM

Sundries/Admin

Po Box Rental

Postage

Awards

Committee Expenses

PayPal Fees

Total Expenditure

Profit
lncome

Less Expenditure

Profit (Deficit)

s

940.00

84.16

2s4.69

28.79

3,075.00

130.73

L,297.66

L.20

5,806.23

s

2,O79.80

116.30

33.50

107.00

61.90

247.86

1,103.00

29.O9

5 3,778.4s

5,806.23

3,778.45

2,027,74

Auditors report

I have examined the books and records of the Royal Australian Signals Assoc. (SA) Inc. and in my opinion

the above statement represents a true and fair view of the Association affairs as at 31 Dec 2014.

claire Milne cA

sOlOsl20ts



THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SIGNALS ASSOC (SA) INC

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2014

INCOME

Subscriptions

20!4

Dine-ln Night

Contributions

Miscellaneous

PayPal Fees

Lionel Mattews Award

Bank Credit Adjustment

Bank & lnvestment lnterest

Donations

Stock

L,29L.66

28.79

730.73

1.20

254.69

3,075.00

84.16

EXPENDITURE

Administrative Costs

Postage

PO Box Rental

Sundries

Dine-ln Night

Expenses

Miscellaneous

AGM expenses

PayPal Fees

Awards

Committee Expenses

surplus

940.00 940-00

L,291.66

s

61.90

107.00

33.50

116.30

29.O9

247.86

L,103.00

2,079.80

202.40

2,O79.80

1,496.2s

3,778.45

S s,806.23

3,09s.31

LO,2s4.38

30.00

s0.00

Total

STATEMENT OF FUNDS

Bank Balance as at 3L/12113

Term Deposit Balan ce at37112173

PayPal Balance at 3U12113

Unpresented Cheque

Petty Cash

Plus Surplus

3,57 4.s7

s s,806.23

7,434.97 Bank Balance as at 31l12l14

1O,0OO.OO Term Deposit Balance aL3f/721L4

30.00 PayPal Balance at 3U12/14

- 113.00 Unpresented Cheque

50.00 PettY Cash

2,027 .78

5 L3,429.69 5 13,429.69

signed Rudis Dancis

Treasurer

aate $oPBttrt

Auditors report

I have examined the books and records of the Royal Australian Signals Assoc. (SA) lnc. and in my opinion

the above statement represents a true and fair view of the Association affairs as at 31 Dec 2014'

//Z--
claire Milne cA

sOlOsl20ls

2,027.78



THE ROyAt AUSTRALTAN StGNAIS ASSOCIATION (SA) INC

BATANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2014

Assets

Statement of Funds

Bank balance as at 31l12l14

Term deposit as at 3L112114

PayPal balance as at3Lh2lL4

Petty Cash

Stock on Hand

Debtors

TotalAssets

Liabilities

Creditors

Total Liabilities

Net Assets

s

3,095.31

10,254.38

30.00

50.00 L3,429.69

7,715.44

15,145.L3

15,145.13

Auditors report

I have examined the books and records of the Royal Australian Signals Assoc. (sA) lnc. and in my opinion

the above statement represents a true and fair view of the Association affairs as at 31 Dec 2014

Claire Milne CA

30losl20ts


