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Hello All, 

Well to say that we have all been through an unprecedented ordeal is probably the 

understatement of the century.   I hope that you have all been able to survive these difficult 

times and are still healthy and safe.  Things are starting to be relaxed, hopefully this happens 

without any other issues. 

The association has come to a bit of a halt for most, with the AGM cancelled due to the 

Covid 19 outbreak.   We missed out on our annual lunch and Anzac Day catch up but 

hopefully we will celebrate twice as much in 2021. 

In recent weeks I have been involved with the Head of Corps (HOC) and was invited to 

participate in the Corps Council meeting, via Video link.   This was a great experience and 

getting to meet a number of the staff of the HOC office/Corps Council, including Brigadier 

Novak, our new HOC.   It appears that RASigs Association,  may have a spot on the Corps 

Council from now on, this gives us a great opportunity to put forward suggestions to help us 

grow and to support the Corps wherever possible.    Also, the Corps is in early planning for a 

major event to celebrate 100 years of the Corps (2025), hopefully we are all around to 

celebrate such a milestone. 

Anyway, some more news of interest, over the past months we have had to postpone the 

RASigs National Reunion until 16-22 June 2021, this caused huge problems for many people, 
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including myself, with flights & accommodation etc.  Anyway, it’s still going ahead and we 

are receiving some great support from all concerned.  We have over 400 attending the 

Reunion and all the events in Townsville.   All the details are on the website under Reunion 

www.rasigs.com please do your best to attend, it is going to be a fantastic event.   We will 

hopefully in the next few months have our committee meetings restarted and see where we 

are at regarding our future meetings & Dinners with 144 Sig Sqn.     

Well that will do for now, I will give you some more information in the next Messenger with 

regards to our future events.  Stay well and safe. 

“Certa Cito”  

Regards 

Bruce Long 

President 

RASigs Association (SA) 

 

Win for Vietnam Vets with Agent Orange - War History to be rewritten 

 

Letter from Brendan Nelson to Mr Tim McCombe. 
 

Vietnam veterans have won a significant breakthrough in their battle for acknowledgment of the health impacts 

of war-time exposure to chemicals, including Agent Orange, with the Australian War Memorial agreeing the 

official his- tory must be rewritten. 

 

Memorial Director Brendan Nelson has written to Tim McCombe, President of the Vietnam Veterans 

Federation of Australia, informing him that the memorial's council is laying the groundwork for 

"commissioning an independent single volume history of the post-war medical and health issues affecting 

Vietnam veterans", in particular with "relation to the impact on veterans' health of exposure to herbicides". 

http://www.rasigs.com/


McCombe said veterans were "delighted and grateful". "A group of Vietnam veterans in the early 1980s 

campaigned to have their exposure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War recognized as potentially 

harmful,'' he said. ''History has proved them right.'' 

Australian troops fighting in Vietnam were exposed to a cocktail of chemicals, including herbicides, 

especially the popularly known Agent Orange used to defoliate jungle, which was seen as providing tactical 

advantages for their enemy. 

Pesticides, including highly toxic dieldrin, were also apparently misused in aerial spraying of Australian 

bases. Veterans in Australia and the US claim they have suffered increased rates of throat cancer, acute and 

chronic leukaemia, Hodgkin's lymphoma and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, prostate cancer, lung cancer, colon 

cancer, soft tissue sar- coma and liver cancer, as well as nerve, digestive, skin and respiratory disorders. 

In 1994, the war memorial published its official history, Medical Aspects of Australia's Involvement in 

Southeast Asian Conflicts, 1950-72, with the Australian National University's now emeritus professor in 

history, Barry Smith, writing the chapters in this book on the Agent Orange and related controversies. The 

book supported the 1985 "not guilty" ruling of Justice Phillip Evatt's royal commission into the use of 

chemical agents in Vietnam, finding that under the nor- mal civil standard of proof no link existed between 

exposure to Agent Orange and health effects. 

Authoritative scientific acceptance of a link between exposure to Agent Orange and ill-health effects, including 

various cancers, was established by the US National Academy of Sciences in 1993, the year before the book was 

published.. 

The memorial's decision last month comes after many representations by the veteran’s federation expressing 

dissatis- faction with the account in the official history. McCombe says: "We have been trying for 20 year to 

have the history rewritten. “Apart from the development of the scientific evidence since the book was 

published, more recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan have deepened understanding of and sympathy for the 

largely unanticipated medical and health issues arising from combat service. 

Dr Nelson's letter said the new volume would "of course be informed with the knowledge gained about this 

important and complex issue over the last twenty years”. A memorial spokesman declined further comment, 

promising further details at a later date. Official war memorial histories have previously been successfully 

challenged. Lord Novar, Australia's Governor-General during World War I, later demanded and obtained 

changes to one of the published volumes because he did not like what it said of him. This time the challenge has 

come from the "trenches". 

Peter Edwards, editor of the original war memorial historical series, although unaware of the memorial's 

decision, welcomed the move. "Many important scientific, legal and political inquiries have reported their 

findings in the 20 years since the [original] publication," he said. "Matters raised by the president of the 

VVFA (veteran’s federation) should be assessed as part of a comprehensive study by an independent historian 

with access to all the evidence now available. “Veterans are angry the official history did not mention that the 

royal commission had accepted that Agent Orange had affected veterans' health under Australia's repatriation 

law, a position that effectively gave the benefit of the doubt to veterans. 

Graham Walker, an infantry company commander in Vietnam, said: "Veterans feel the Smith history 

disparaged them as well as rejecting or omitting their original main argument and which the royal commission 

did accept: that under repatriation law standard of proof, as opposed to that normal civil law, the link between 

exposure to these chemicals and health defects was established." Professor Smith was unavailable when asked 

for a comment on the memorial's decision. 

The main author of the volume, Brendan O'Keefe, greeted the memorial's decision as "an opportunity for a 

broader account of the postwar health, both physical and psychological, of veterans". 



DISCLOSURE: Gregory Pemberton worked on another part of the official history not related to the medical 

volume in the 1980s. He worked on this separate volume before work on the Agent Orange chapters started. 

Below: Bruny Island Neck at sunset. The magnificent photo was taken by former Sqn member Sean De 

Freitas during a recent trip to the island. Sean is a gifted photographer and gave permission for his work to 

be included in “Sig News”. 

 

 

RASigs Reunion 

 

 

The organisers for this event are doing a spectacular job under the current circumstances, so where we can, let’s 

help them out.  

 

Everybody that signed up for the event this year please keep up to date by visiting the above sites for new 

information, or the Facebook page. 



AIR POWER DEVELOPMENT CENTRE BULLETIN

Triple DFC reCipienTs

The Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC), instituted 
in 1918 by King George V, was awarded to Air Force 
officers for ‘an act or acts of valour, courage or devotion 
to duty performed whilst flying in active operations 
against the enemy’. In 1932 this was altered to the 
simpler ‘for exceptional valour, courage or devotion 
to duty whilst flying in active operations against the 
enemy’. Each successive award of the DFC to the same 
person was referred to as a ‘Bar’. Since its inception 
there have been just under 22 500 awards of the DFC, 
together with just over 1000 first Bars and 60 second 
Bars. In the Australian context, the DFC was awarded to 
Australian military airmen who served in the Australian 
Flying Corps (AFC) and British air forces during World  
War I; to those who served with the RAAF, RAF, and 
other dominion air forces during World War II; to those 
who served with the RAAF during the Korean War and 
Malaya/Borneo emergencies, and with RAAF and USAF 
units in the Vietnam War. Only six Australians have been 
awarded the DFC three times—two while members of 
the AFC, and four for service during later conflicts, only 
one of whom was flying with the RAAF on all three 
occasions.

Captain Arthur Henry 
Cobby and Captain Ross 
Macpherson Smith were 
awarded their DFCs and 
subsequent Bars while 
serving in the AFC. Flight 
Lieutenant Frederick 
Anthony Owen Gaze, 
Squadron Leader Harold 
Brownlow Martin, and 
Flight Lieutenant Mack 
Donald Seale received 
theirs for deeds conducted 
during World War II. Wing 
Commander Noel Thomas 
Quinn received his DFC 
and first Bar during World  
War II, and subsequent 

second Bar for service during the Malaya Emergency. 
The exploits of Captain Cobby and Wing Commander 
Quinn are covered here in further detail.

Captain Arthur Cobby has the honour of being the 
first Australian to receive three DFCs. He was awarded 
his first DFC in July 1918 in recognition of his successes 
in combat, especially the destruction of heavily defended 
observation balloons that were considered a dangerous 
but valuable target. Known as a talented and aggressive 
pilot, on 21 May 1918 he attacked and destroyed an 
enemy balloon while flying a Sopwith Camel near Neuve 
Eglise. On 30 May 1918, after destroying another balloon 
near Estaires, Cobby was attacked by three German 
Albatross scouts, one of which he managed to shoot 
down. He then shot down a third balloon to the north of 
Estaires on 1 June 1918, following its descent to 2000 
feet until it eventually burst into flames. That same day 
while leading an offensive patrol, Cobby shot down an 
Albatross scout near Merville. The falling aircraft also 
damaged the cable of an enemy balloon.

On 12 February 1919, it was confirmed that Captain 
Cobby was awarded both a first and second Bar to his 
DFC. The first was for his success in shooting down five 
enemy aircraft in 11 days including three German aircraft 
in one day, on 28 June 1918. The award of the second 

Issue 212, November 2013

As flight commander, the sterling and audacious operational work achieved 
by this officer, combined with his ardent fighting spirit, is worthy of the highest 
praise.

London Gazette 14/11/1944, p. 5205 
(Award of 2nd Bar to SQNLDR H.B. Martin)

Captain Arthur Cobby, DFC and 2nd Bar

DFC and one Bar



Bar was in recognition of his actions on 15 July 1918, 
for attacking five Pfalz scouts, resulting in two being 
destroyed—one fell in flames and one broke up in the 
air. The pilot of a second aircraft from Cobby’s squadron 
brought down a third machine. While engaged in this 
combat, they were attacked from above by five enemy 
Fokker triplanes. Displaying cool judgement and brilliant 
flying, Captain Cobby evaded the attack and returned to 
British lines in safety.

Cobby’s success as a leader is acknowledged as being 
not only due to great courage and brilliant flying, but also 
the clear judgement and presence of mind he invariably 
displayed. His example was of great value to other pilots 
in No 4 Squadron at the time.

Wing Commander Quinn is unique in that he received 
three DFCs while serving exclusively in RAAF units 
under RAAF command. Posted to No 8 Squadron on  
17 April 1943 as a Squadron Leader, Quinn completed 31 
operational sorties and night strikes operating Beaufort 
aircraft, that included conducting bombing attacks on a 
number of enemy airfields. He also conducted a torpedo 
attack on an enemy ship, later recorded as ‘probably 
successful’. Quinn made a considerable contribution to 
the successes of the Squadron, displaying courage, skill 
and exceptional leadership at all times. On 8 November 
1943, after a long flight at night through very bad 
weather, he made a torpedo attack on an enemy heavy 
cruiser. Despite encountering exceptionally strong enemy 
air defences, he pressed home his attack with great skill 
and determination. Later reconnaissance showed that the 
cruiser was probably damaged. It was Quinn’s courage 
and devotion to duty in this instance that led to the award 
of his initial DFC.

Later, as commander of No 8 Squadron, on 4 
December 1943, Squadron Leader Quinn led six Beaufort 
aircraft in a torpedo attack against a Japanese convoy near 
the Duke of York Islands. Information had been received 
by the Squadron that a 12 000 ton ship carrying bombs 
and ammunition would reach Rabaul approximately one 
hour ahead of the convoy. Poor visibility due to fading 
light at the end of the day prevented the convoy from 
being located, so Quinn made the perilous decision to fly 
low into Rabaul harbour. Dropping a torpedo on sighting 
the stern of a large merchant vessel, Quinn hit his target; 
the vessel exploded and sank almost immediately. 
Unfortunately his aircraft hit a cable at the same time and 
crashed into the water. Quinn and his observer survived 
the crash, but both were captured by the Japanese and 
taken prisoners of war. This daring attack by Quinn 
earned him a Bar to his DFC. It was also the last occasion 
in World War II that RAAF aircraft used aerial torpedoes.

Quinn’s determination and courage continued as 
commander of No 1 (Bomber) Squadron in 1952-54, 
earning him a second Bar to his DFC. Wing Commander 
Quinn flew over 200 hours in Lincoln bombers on 
operations against communist terrorists in Malaya.  
The squadron was eminently successful against the 
terrorists, and fulfilled all tasks that were allocated 
to it. This success was largely due to the leadership 
and enthusiasm that Quinn brought to his command 
duties, his excellent personal example in the air, and his 
determination to achieve mission objectives at all times.

From 1992, Australians were no longer recommended 
for Imperial Awards as the new Australian honours 
system, which commenced in 1975, had largely been 
complete by then. Today’s equivalent of the DFC is the 
Medal of Gallantry. Bravery such as that displayed by 
Captain Cobby and Wing Commander Quinn is instilled 
into RAAF personnel as part of its enduring culture of 
determination and courage.

Key Points
• Six Australians have been awarded the DFC three 

times for their acts of valour and courage.

• Only Wing Commander Noel Quinn received his 
awards while serving exclusively with RAAF units 
under RAAF command.

• The Imperial Awards, which included the DFC, 
were replaced in 1975 with the new Australian 
honours system. The DFC has been replaced with 
the Medal of Gallantry.

Air Power Development Centre
F3-GF, PO Box 7932, Department of Defence

CANBERRA BC ACT 2610
Ph: 02 6128 7041 Fax: 02 6128 7053

Email: airpower@defence.gov.au
Web: www.airforce.gov.au/airpower
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Portrait of Wing Commander Noel Quinn, 
DFC and 2nd Bar
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SENIOR OFFICER APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS 

1. I am pleased to announce the following Senior Officer appointments and 
promotions: 

a. Head Force Integration (PN: 565445, Australian Defence Force 
Headquarters (ADF HQ) – Russell, ACT). Major General Kathryn Toohey, 
AM, CSC has been extended in this position until December 2022. 

b. Head Military Strategic Commitments (PN: 541151, ADF HQ – Russell, 
ACT). Air Vice-Marshal Robert Chipman, AM, CSC has been selected for this 
position, commencing January 2021. 

c. First Assistant Director-General Expeditionary and Transnational Intelligence 
Division – Australian Signals Directorate (PN: TBC, ADF HQ – Russell, ACT). 
Air Commodore Glen Braz, AM, CSC, DSM, on promotion to 
Air Vice-Marshal, has been selected as the inaugural incumbent for this new 
position, commencing December 2020. 

d. Head Information Warfare (PN: 614172, Joint Capabilities Group (JCG) – 
Russell, ACT). Major General Susan Coyle, CSC, DSM has been selected 
for this position, commencing December 2020. 

e. Commander Australian Defence College (PN: 124349, JCG – Weston, ACT). 
Major General Michael Ryan, AM has been extended in this position until 
December 2021. 

f. Deputy Chief Joint Operations (PN: 528542, Joint Operations Command 
(JOC) – Bungendore, NSW). Rear Admiral Jaimie Hatcher, DSC, AM, RAN 
has been extended in this position until June 2021. Air Vice-Marshal 
Michael Kitcher, AM, DSM has been selected for this position, commencing 
June 2021. 

g. Commander Maritime Border Commander (PN: 189190, JOC – Brindabella 
Park, ACT). Rear Admiral Lee Goddard, CSC, RAN has been extended in 
this position until December 2021. 

h. Head Navy Engineering (PN: 578091, Navy – Russell, ACT). Commodore 
Katherine Richards, RAN, on promotion to Rear Admiral, has been selected 
for this position, commencing December 2020. 

i. Deputy Chief of Army (PN: 426216, Army – Russell, ACT). Major General 
Anthony Rawlins, DSC, AM has been extended in this position until 
December 2021. 



UNCONTROLLED IF PRINTED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED 

j. Special Operations Commander Australia (PN: 490417, Army – Russell, 
ACT). Major General Paul Kenny, DSC, DSM has been selected for this 
position, commencing January 2021. 

k. Commander 1st Division (PN: 426129, Army – Enoggera, QLD). 
Major General Justin Ellwood, DSC, AM has been extended in this position 
until December 2021. 

l. Head Land Systems (PN: 564342, Capability Acquisition and Sustainment 
Group (CASG) – Melbourne, VIC). Major General Andrew Bottrell, CSC and 
Bar, DSM has been extended in this position until December 2023. 

m. Chief of Staff Australian Defence Force Headquarters (PN: 587276, ADF HQ 
– Russell, ACT). Group Captain Dianne Turton, on promotion to 
Air Commodore, has been selected for this position, commencing 
December 2020.  

n. Director General Force Analysis (PN: 565453, ADF HQ – Russell, ACT). 
Captain Michael Turner, CSM and Bar, RAN, on promotion to Commodore, 
has been selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

o. Director General Force Options & Plans (PN: 607150, ADF HQ – Russell, 
ACT). Brigadier Chris Mills, AM has been extended in this position until 
December 2021. 

p. Director General Advanced & Strategic Capabilities (PN: 124352, ADF HQ – 
Russell, ACT). Colonel Giles Gorman, on promotion to Brigadier, has been 
selected for this position, commencing December 2020.  

q. Director General Capability Integration Test & Evaluation (PN: 124354, ADF 
HQ – Russell, ACT). Commodore Chris Smallhorn, RAN has been selected 
for this position, commencing December 2020.  

r. Director General Military Strategic Commitments (PN: 527903, ADF HQ – 
Russell, ACT). Brigadier Gavin Duncan, DSC has been selected for this 
position, commencing December 2020. 

s. Director General Military Strategic Effects (PN: 129921, ADF HQ – Russell, 
ACT). Commodore Michele Miller, AM, RAN has been selected for this 
position, commencing December 2020. 

t. Director General Lessons Learned OP BUSHFIRE ASSIST (PN: TBC, ADF 
HQ – Russell, ACT). Brigadier Mark Brewer, AM, CSC & Bar has been 
selected for this new temporary position effective immediately. 

u. Director General Air & Land Combat Analysis (PN: 606475, Defence 
Executive Support – Russell, ACT). Brigadier Richard Vagg, DSC has been 
selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

v. Director General Joint Command & Control (PN: 565461, JCG – Russell, 
ACT). Colonel Martin White, CSC, on promotion to Brigadier, has been 
selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 
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w. Director General Garrison Health Operations (PN: 124382, JCG – Campbell, 
ACT). Brigadier Craig Schramm, CSC has been extended in this position 
until December 2021. 

x. Director General Explosive Ordnance (PN: 554249, JCG – Campbell Park, 
ACT). Captain Nigel Smith, RAN, on promotion to Commodore, has been 
selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

y. Chief of Staff Headquarters Joint Operations Command (PN: 588063, JOC – 
Bungendore, NSW). Commodore Brett Sonter, RAN has been selected for 
this position, commencing December 2020. 

z. Chief of Operations Maritime Border Command (PN: 124362, JOC – 
Brindabella Park, ACT). Air Commodore Guy Wilson has been selected for 
this position, commencing December 2020. 

aa. Deputy J5/U5 United States Forces Korea (PN: 603358, JOC – Pyeongtaek, 
KOR). Brigadier John Carey, CSC has been selected for this position, 
commencing December 2020. 

bb. Commander Joint Task Force 661 - Indo-Pacific Endeavour (PN: TBC, 
Bungendore, NSW). Commodore Malcolm Wise, AM, RAN has been 
selected for this position, commencing January 2021. 

cc. Director General Military Strategy (PN: 124351, Strategic Policy & 
Intelligence Group (SP&I) – Russell, ACT). Air Commodore 
Matthew Hegarty, CSC has been selected for this position, commencing 
December 2020. 

dd. Air Force Attaché – Washington (PN: 124435, SP&I – Washington DC, USA). 
Group Captain John Haly, DSC, CSC on promotion to Air Commodore, has 
been selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

ee. Head Australian Defence Staff – Jakarta (PN: 124365, SP&I – Jakarta, IDN). 
Colonel Matthew Campbell, on promotion to Brigadier, has been selected for 
this position, commencing December 2021. 

ff. Hydrographer of Australia (PN: 184327, SP&I – Wollongong, NSW). Captain 
Stewart Dunne, RAN, on promotion to Commodore, has been selected for 
this position, commencing December 2020. 

gg. Director General Chaplaincy – Navy (PN: 180569, Navy – Campbell Park, 
ACT). Senior Chaplain Andrew Lewis, RAN, on advancement to Principal 
Chaplain, has been selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

hh. Director General Navy Information Warfare (PN: 637284, Navy – Russell, 
ACT). Captain Matthew Doornbos, RAN, on promotion to Commodore, has 
been selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

ii. Director General Engineering - Navy (PN: 124370, Navy – Campbell Park, 
ACT). Captain Rachel Durbin, CSC, RAN, on promotion to Commodore, has 
been selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 
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jj. Director General Career Management Army (PN: 513802, Army – 
Brindabella Park, ACT). Brigadier Leigh Wilton, AM has been extended in 
this position until December 2021. 

kk. Director General Army People Capability (PN: 420698, Army – Brindabella 
Park, ACT). Colonel Sue Kerr, on promotion to Brigadier, has been selected 
for this position, with a start date to be confirmed. 

ll. Director General Future Land Warfare (PN: 588401, Army – Russell, ACT). 
Brigadier Ian Langford, DSC and Bars has been extended in this position 
until December 2021. 

mm. Director General Systems & Integration (PN: 460644, Army – Russell, ACT). 
Brigadier Warren Gould has been selected for this position, commencing 
December 2020. 

nn. Commander Special Forces Group (PN: 606133, Army – Bungendore, 
NSW). Brigadier Craig Shortt, DSC, CSC, DSM has been extended in this 
position until December 2021. 

oo. Director General Sensitive Issues – Army (PN: 629769, Army – Russell, 
ACT). This position has been extended until December 2021, with the tenure 
of the current incumbent, Brigadier Jane Spalding, AM, extended to align. 

pp. Director General Chaplaincy – Air Force (PN: 347361, Air Force – Russell, 
ACT). Principal Air Chaplain Mark Willis has been extended in this position 
until December 2021. 

qq. Director General Defence Aviation Safety Authority (PN: 124373, Air Force – 
Fairbairn, ACT). Group Captain Joseph Medved, on promotion to 
Air Commodore, has been selected for this position, commencing 
December 2020. 

rr. Director General Cadets – Air Force (PN: 531139, Air Force – Brindabella 
Park, ACT). Air Commodore Gary Martin, AM, CSC has been extended in 
this position until June 2021. 

ss. Director General Air Combat Capability – Air Force (PN: 495976, Air Force – 
Russell, ACT). Group Captain Adrian Maso, on Direction to Act in the rank of 
Air Commodore, has been selected for this position, commencing May 2020. 
Air Commodore Robert Denney, AM has been selected for this position, 
commencing December 2020. 

tt. Deputy Air Commander Australia (PN: 124429, Air Force – Glenbrook RAAF 
Base, NSW). Air Commodore Benjamin Sleeman, DSM has been selected 
for this position, commencing December 2020. 

uu. Director General Air Command Operations (PN: 528386, Air Force – 
Bungendore, NSW). Group Captain Stephen Chappell, DSC, CSC, OAM, on 
promotion to Air Commodore, has been selected for this position, 
commencing December 2020. 
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vv. Commander Air Warfare Centre (PN: 356882, Air Force – Edinburgh RAAF 
Base, SA). Air Commodore Ross Bender has been selected for this position, 
commencing December 2020. 

ww. Commander Combat Support Group (PN: 124428, Air Force – Amberley 
RAAF Base, QLD). Air Commodore Veronica Tyler has been extended in this 
position until December 2021. 

xx. Commander Surveillance & Response Group (PN: 124432, Air Force – 
Williamtown RAAF Base, NSW). Air Commodore Barbara Courtney, AM has 
been extended in this position until December 2021. 

yy. Director General Airlift & Tanker Systems (PN: 506677, CASG – Brindabella 
Park, ACT). Air Commodore Graham Edwards, CSC has been extended in 
this position until December 2021. 

zz. Director General Aerospace Maritime Training & Surveillance (PN: 124384, 
CASG – Brindabella Park, ACT). Air Commodore Jason Agius, CSC, OAM 
has been selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

aaa. Director General Aerospace Combat Systems (PN: 124385, CASG – 
Brindabella Park, ACT). Air Commodore Gerald van Leeuwen, AM, CSM has 
been extended in this position until December 2021. 

bbb. Director General Surveillance & Control (PN: 124388, CASG – Brindabella 
Park, ACT). Air Commodore David Scheul, OAM has been selected for this 
position, commencing December 2020. 

ccc. Director General Joint Strike Fighter Acquisition & Sustainment (PN: 567908, 
CASG – Brindabella Park). Air Commodore Damien Keddie has been 
extended in this position until December 2021.  

ddd. Director General Major Surface Ships (PN: 124383, CASG – Garden Island, 
NSW). Captain Bradley Smith, RAN, on promotion to Commodore, has been 
selected for this position, commencing December 2020. 

eee. Director General Naval Construction (PN: 506493, CASG – Osborne, SA). 
Commodore Steven Tiffen, CSM, RAN has been extended in this position 
until December 2024. 

fff. Director General Collins Submarine Program (PN: 124386, CASG – 
Osborne, SA). Commodore Richard Fitzgerald, AM, RAN has been extended 
in this position until June 2021. 

ggg. Director General Future Submarines Program (PN: 626456, CASG – Dudley 
Park, SA). Commodore Craig Bourke, CSC, RAN has been extended in this 
position until December 2021. 

hhh. Director General Capital Facilitates and Infrastructure (PN: 124390, Estate & 
Infrastructure Group – Brindabella Park, ACT). Brigadier Matthew Galton, 
DSC has been extended in this position until December 2021. 
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iii. Director General Joint Transition Authority (PN: 636017, Defence People 
Group – Russell, ACT). Brigadier Wade Stothart, DSC, AM, CSC has been 
selected for this position, with a start date to be confirmed. 

2. These movements are expected to occur from the nominated month, but may 
need to be adjusted according to Service requirements and personal circumstances. 

3. I congratulate all officers on their appointments and welcome the promotees 
to the Defence Senior Leadership Group. 

 
Angus J Campbell, AO, DSC 
General 
Chief of the Defence Force 

 

Contact officer: Group Captain Davin Augustine 
Director of Senior Officer Management 
Telephone: 02 6265 2372 
Email: davin.augustine1@defence.gov.au 

mailto:davin.augustine1@defence.gov.au
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